Undercr®ft

Montessori School-estiss

Classmom Observation Guide line s

You are welcome to observe ourprimary and lowerelementary classmoms any time of
yearin the observation moms, please callthe office to schedule an in-class
observation. Twenty orthity minutes willoften provide a good observation ttme. We
hope you will find the time spentboth enjoyable and beneficial T thatend we make
the following sugg e stio ns:

Inorderforvisitorsto observe a nomalclassroom day, the following re quests are
respec tfully made:

o Tiyto avoid engaging students through eye contactorconversation.

o Ifa studentengagesthe visitorin conversation,be asbriefaspossible.

e Ofcourse,iftheirchild showsa need, observing parentsmay talk with theirown
chid and acknowledge the chid’s work

e Foranoptimalobservation, one should avoid engaging one'sown child in
conversation just asone would with any otherstudent.

e Observe the classasa whole.
o Note the varety of ac tivitie s.
o Observe the socialinteraction among the children.
o Are chidren working alone, with otherchildren?
o How doesthe mood ofthe classoom vary from time to time?

e Focusonone ortwo students.
o Isthe child independentin choosing and in using his/herwo rk?
o Doesthe chid concentrate on one piece of workfora long time?
o Isthe chid ordedy in using the maternals?
o Note the cycle ofexercise from beginning to completion.

e Observe the guide and a ssistant.
o When and in whatway do theyteach?
o Whendo theyactasa resource,asa linkbetween child and ma te rials?
o Howisordermaintained in the classroom?

Although the guide may be unable to talk with the visitor or parent during class time,

she wilbe happy to conferlaterata mutually agreed upon time. A visit with the Head
of Schoolwith questionsisalwayswelcomed.

We would like to know whetherornotyourvisii met yourexpectationsand what your
generalimpressionsare. Allyourcommentsare helpfulto us.

Thank you forcoming!
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